
3B 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

INDIANAPOLIS 

TO: 

FROM: 

Wayne County Spill File 

Chuck Phipps 

DATE: 

THRU: 

June 20, 1985 

Skip Power^3jL#-, 

SUBJECT: Hydraulic Oil Spill 
Design and Manufacturing Company 
Richmond, Indiana 
Incident No. 850615 

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr. 

348908 

On June 6, 1985, at 4 a.m., OER staff was notified by Mr. Paul 
Fuller, Chemist with Design and Manufacturing Company, 1767 Sheridan, 
Richmond, Indiana (317/962-4511), that 20 to 50 gallons of hydraulic oil 
had been dumped into a storm sewer by an employee. 

The storm sewer drain led to Burns Ditch which in turn, drains 
to Whitewater River. Fortunately, personnel from Design and 
Manufacturing Company immediately contained the hydraulic oil utilizing 
absorbent booms and pads in Burns Ditch. The company is currently 
investigating whether or not the employee acted under instructions from 
a superior or on his own accord. Wayne County Sanitarian Tom Atkinson 
will supervise cleanup activities. 

No further action is anticipated by this office. 

cc: L. Robert Carter 



^ i l i j j J absocold corp. 
P.O. BOX 1545, 1751 SHERIDAN STREET, RICHMOND, INDIANA 47374 
PHONE (317) 935-7501 

Jam 7, 19S5 

RECEIVED 
EA.UCP, ¥n.o^t on MoAfe Mauk 
Indiana. State. BooJid OjJ Hzalth IlirO 1 1 - ' i ^ 
O^̂ i-ice. oi EmeAgzncy Rupomt "̂ ^ *• 
7 330 W. litchlgaii Stn.Q.2t ^,. . _ _ 
T J - 0 - . Tu A / n n / Off,CC of Emergoncy Response 

' ' 'r.dijna Gtjte Board of Health 
RE: OIL SPILL WTO THE STOm SEWERS 

Thz o i l ^p-iZl occuAAa.d a t 12:20 P.M. Wzdnuday, June. 5, 19S5. 1 Lvai, 
noti^jied a t 1:00 P.M. a t the ConneJtAvtlte, Indiana plant . In^tAucMxini 
uje.'ie gtve.n oi to aacwmuZation of, equipment needed to contain the. o i l . 

k t U30 P.M., we checked about: 3,000 yoAdi dotMn ittAcam ^ofi o i l . I t had 
not oJiAi-ved a t tkit^ point . We checked a t about 1500 ijafidi, down 6.tAeam and 
4ato the o i l . TITAA> •ittA.e.am leed a {,iAhing lake in the Richmond Vanh. Sy^tein. 

We ncque^sted the Va/ik RangeA to 6hut o^i the valve going to the lake. We 
Mcfie in(̂ ofuned t i iat thi6 valve ioa6 inoppeAable. The Rank RangeA 6aid he 
iMould notA,{,y the Wayne County Health VepoJitment ^ofi a6. ThlA t/̂ ouLd have 
been appxoxiynateJiy 1:50 P.M. We then began to dam the BUARA Vitdi u)iXh 
o i l ab-i)on.ptA.cn boom. We at6o added o i l ab^onption padi i n {̂ fiont o^ the 
boom>. We &et up a t o t a l o^ nine (9) dam on the EuAm, Vitch anea and 
one [1] dam acAoA^ the. MeM tAibuZany o^ t he ea i t iofik o{, the WhiZeif̂ atoA RivoA. 
We aLio 6et. one (/) dam with o i l ab^onbant padi on the incoming loateA to 
tiie lake. UK. Thomat, ktkin^on {̂fiom the Wayne County Heatth VepoAtment 
anAived on tlze -6cene oi, we weAe putting the dami acAô A the BuA.n6 Vitch atea. 
We began m^nging the oil. out o{, the pad6 and accumulated i t i n an open 
top dn.um. The o i l wa6 being contained at. tkti, point, i>o I headed back to 
oun. lab and then noti(^ied the S ta te BooAd o{i Health. Thii woi appnoxtmately 
3 : 1 5 P . M . 

The t o t a l amount Oi$ itVieam t h a t we coveAed wai, about 1500 yoAdi. Thii, 
6t.ieam t s about 3 to 4 {,oot wide and tlie depth uiiZl vofiy {̂nom an aveAage 
o(i 2 to 4 inches. 

The o i l t i ia t contaminated the i>t>ieam woi a HydAaulic o i l , tAade name 
Tellui, 6S. The 6pilZ amounted to one [1] dnum 0|$ 50 to 55 goLton^. Thii> 
oiZ had leaked (̂ xom {^ittingi, on in jec t ion mold equipment. 
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Oi.1 S p i l l in to the 6tonm SeixoAJi 

'W-

A6 1̂0-̂  tiie reason ^OK the 6pilZ, i t WOA noted t h a t o i l oAound the in jec t ion 
mold equipment ij> soaked up with o i l dAy and ii> depoiited in to a dumpitteA tha t 
i.6 taken to tiie land {^ill. Some o^ the o i l ii, caught in tfux.y6 undeA the 
equipment and tlili, iA placed in dnJumb. kbiocold ha& not Azcycled on. fieclaime.d 
t i i i i o i l because, oi the. 6malZ amount geneAated. Thii, o i l had aJUo been 
placed in the dump&teA and ^ent to the land {^ill in the pa i t . When the h i - lo 
opeAotofi went to put the o i l in to the dumpiteA, the dumpiteA had been moved. 
The opeJuxtoh. the.n took the o i l to a 6toKm ^eioeA manhole and dAoppzd the o i l in to 
tiie ^eu)eA. f-iike. Ro^enbe^igeA, an EmeAgency Qoofidlnatofi, iow him empty the 
l o i t o{i tiie o i l in to thii. •6eweA and immedl'atclii itoAted emeAgency pn.oceduAeA. 

The ,^0Hawing i i a H i t Oĵ  people who weAe on the 6cene: 
"̂ homoi Atkimon - Wayne County Boa/id o(i Health 
E.V. Mulick - Vice Pnziident/GeneAal ManageA, kbi>ocold CofipoKotlon 
GoAAij TeeguoAden - Plant ManageA, Absocold Cofipoiatlon 

EmeAgejncy Cooidlnatofi 
Vavid Rlehle - Plant ManageA, Ve^iign S Manu{,actuAlng ' r - • • • • ; • • •'•• 
Jack UltcheJUL - PnlmoAy Cooidlnatofi - Mo ton. Tab ' 

Design S UanudactuAing 
I'like RoiiCnbeAgeA - EmeAgency CooKdinatoh. - SupeAvi^on., Paint 

Design S t-iana^actuAing 
Gene Vecena - EmeAgency Coon.dlnaton - SupeAviAon, Shipping S Receiving 

Abiocold Con.pon.atA.on 
S i l l HoAtman - Emen.gency Coon.dlnaton. - SupeAviion. 

VeAign S HanufjactuAlng 
Paul fal ien - Chem Lab, design 6 Manu^actunlng 
Randy Kincaid - Maintenance SupeAviAon., kbi>ocold Con.pon.ation 
hi addit ion, {̂ouA [4] hounly people weAe uAcd (̂ n.om VeAign S Manufacturing 
and Absocold Conponjitlon. 

A contingency plan haA been developed ^on. the VSM and Absocold plantA. The 
i n i t i a l dAa{t woA 6ent to the S ta te BooAd o(, Health (̂ on theln. evaluation. 

In t^iii emeAgency we did u t i l i z e the coon.dlnaton.i, liAted in oun contingency 
plan. We did necoveA approximately 35 to 40 gaZlanA oi o i l OA a xeAult o^ 
minimal tirnz d^Acu ,̂- We {,eel t ha t moi,t o^ the o i l lo^ t WOA a n.eAult 0($ 
neactlon time. * 

Ij$ tkeAe oAz any queAtionA, pleoAe contact me. 

Paul \J. EuHzA 
Chem Lab 
Vziign 6 Mana{,act.uAinQ 
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GeAMj Nichols- - VSM 
E.V. Mutick - AbitOcold Conponatlon 
Vave Rldile - VSM 
GoAiy TeeguoAden - Ab^iocold ConpoKatlon 
Gene VeceAa - Absocold Conpon.ation 
Bud VonAten - Abi>ocold Con.ponatlon 
Jack Mitchell - VSM 
Mike Ro-tenbeAgeA - VSM 
Bi l l Han-tman - VSM 
Randy Kincaid ~ Ab6 0cold Conponatlon 
f i l e 



l-riday, April 10, 19S7 Called EPA Region 5 i n Ch ago, Enforsement 
Divis:.on, (312) 353-200- Told to contact a J.P. Singh (312) Q86-6224. 

Friday, April 10, 19B7 - Annonymous Call - Cars sales lot located at top 
o-f hill (Sheridan St.) has a drain in center o-F garage floor which runs 
out and dumps over bank. The caller has taken an eel to clean out drain ?-: 
-•ound clogged. Probably will -find grease, salt and maybe battery acid. 
Drains to railroad ?< caller was not sure after that but thinks it goes 
into pond on south side of Waterfall Rd. (Horseshoe Lake). 

Additional Information caller provided 
1. At Sim Hodgins Parkway ?̂  Bridge Avenue. Glaser Scrap ?< Metal 
has a drain which runs from crusher to the river. Caller has 
cleaned out this drain. Says that there is grease, gasoline, 8': 
battery acid coming from cars being crushed. 

2. Approximately 600 block of Sheridan St. raw sewage coming down 
to river. 

3. Bridge Avenue ?< "J" Street (up at top of hill) sewer water 
running on top of ground and down side of road. 

4/20/87 — Wrote memorandum to Sanitation Dept. about items above. 

Friday, Apri.l_.J_Q̂  1987 - Linda Ellison 962-8397 came to park office to 
report barrels buried by AVCO (see map) 

Friday, April 10, 1987 - Recieved call from Jim Berry from State Board of 
Health that local (Wayne Co. Health Dept.) would take necessary samples on 
4/13/37 to test for cyanide ?< heavy metals. It will take four to six 
weeks to get results. Tests will be taken of ground water, wells ?< 
spring. (317) 633-0214 

Saturday, April 11, 1987 - Requested that Karen Wright, Office Manager, 
contact Doug Kingsley at IDNR Fisheries Dept. to test fish for toxicity. 

Monday, April 13, 1987 - Karen talked with Doug Kingsley (317) 342-5527 
and was told that State BOard of Health does fish testing. He was not sure 
w'lich division does testing poosibly Ralph Richard of Envionmental Health 
o*- Division of Water Quality o r Biological Studies Standards. 

Monday, April 13, 1987 - Talked to J.P. Singh at EPA. He told me to talk 
to Super Fund Enforsement Section Chief in Waste Management Divsion, 
Norman Niedergang (312) 886-4696. 

Monday, April 13, 1987 - Talked to Mr. Niedergang. Said he would send 
information on the Emergency Section of the law, but said he felt we've 
already handled the emergency situation. He thinks it will be a lengthy 
process to get on the priority list for Super Fund, 6 to 10 years to reach 
an ult:. mate clean up. Questioned him about what types of tests should be 
done ?< who pays for it. If emergency EPA pays, if not see if State will. 
Recommended I talk to Jackie Stekkler with Indiana D.E.M. about 
investigation - she is the state counter-part in SuperFund (.317) 243-5010. 
Mr. Neidergang requested I send him all the information we had. 



":IMGI-1DQD LAKE PARK ACTION ."EPS 

Friday, February 13, 1987 - Meeting with consultants from Morrison ?< 
Associates and Ralph Willis, City Engineer. Discussed drainage into lake 
and past history of chemical spills into lake. Ralph had no historical 
records of chemical spills. 

Friday, February 20, 1987 - Arranged with Jackie Makela, City Chemist, to 
do w.ater quality tests and received neames of firms who could do sediment 
tests. She had no historical records of chemical spills. 

Friday, February 20, 1987 - Talked with Dr. Warrick of County Health Dept. 
and he said he saw no problem with having swimming at Springwood as long 
as te?5ts where done. 

Tuesday February 24, 1987 - Arranged with E.C.I. Environmental Services to 
do sediment tests. 

Wednesday or Thursday, February 25 or 26, 1987 - Talked with Tom Atkinson 
of the County Health Dept. and he did not feel there would be a problem 
with swimming but he did recall an oil spill awhile back. 

Friday, February 27, 1987 - Talked with head of the Soil ?< Water 
Conservation District and received soil maps of the area and he recalled 
no problems which would prevent swimming. 

Tuesday, March 10, 1987 - Received results of basic water quality tests 
from City Chemist. 

Wednesday, March 11, 1987 - Received results of sediment tests and was 
::ontacted at school in W. Virginia. Ordered NO FISHING signs to be posted 
immediately. 

Tuesdtay, March 17, 1987 - Contacted park consultants to ask them to 
interpret sediment results. 

Tuesday, March 24, 1987 - Contacted City Chemist for her review of 
sediment tests. She contacted E.C.I, to check on standards used to 
tjvaluate results. 



y April 13, 1987 - Angie Derheimer who usejd t Q w o r k a t I D N R I • J _ . _ . . . . . . j . . . ^ w,_iin_iii i i :r i wiiLj LILJUU L Q w a r I • • 
-mended I tali: to e her Bob Wright, Attorney . .h DEM" or Nancy 

Jley, Head a f DEM. ^ 

aesday, April 14, 1787 - Caller who was President of C 
said that Pete Steens gave Bel den Corp. persmission to 
lake. He thinks that may be the source of lead polluti 
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Monday, April 1.3, 1987 - Angie Derheimer who used to work at IDNR 
recommended I talk to either Bob Wright, Attorney with DEM or Nancy 
Maloley, Head of DEM. 

Tuesday, April 14, 1987 - Caller who was President of Conservation Club 
said that Pete Steens gave Belden Corp. persmission to run drain pipe into 
lake. He thinks that may be the source of lead pollution. 



Wednesday, April 1, 1987 - Received a reply from City Chemist that further 
water tests should be conducted to determine if there is a pollution risV; 
to the river. Also a reply from E.C.I, with further questions and 
concerns. 

Thursday, April 2, 1987 - Contacted Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management, Mart Maupin, and sent test results. 

Monday, April 6, 1987 - Received a call from Marty Maupin for D.E.M. 
stating the the common cyanide level is not 250 mg/kg but .25 mg/kg and 
there was reason for concern for public safety withthe cyanide and other 
pol 1 Litants. 

Tuesday, April 7, 1987 - Received call from park consultant and we 
discussed the problem and the question of possible pollution in wells that 
service park buildings. Recommendation was to close park, get expert help 
to fully understand the problem and develop a plan of action to resolve 
the problem. 

Wednesday, April 8, 1987 - Recommendation to Park Board to close 
Springwood Lake Park until more information could be obtained about public 
health hazards. 

Thursday, April 9, 1987 - Mr. Karl Kaiser brought four poloriod pictures 
to office showing material in water. Put information on map. 

Friday, April 10,1987 - Recieved call from Mr. Jim Berry of State Board of 
Health, He called for information ?< will be doing tests of wells. 

Friday, April 10, 1987 - Jaekie Mekala called to repeat rumor that when 
AVCO closed they buried barrels which could be causing gound water 
problems. AVCO closed out in 1971 or 1972. 

Friday, April 10, 1987 - Councilman Jack Elstro called with same AVCO 
rumor ?< that the company did have cyanide in the plant. He will get me 
address of AVCD. 

Friday, April 10, 1987 - Cecil Long stopped by office. Address: 304 N. 
5th, no phone but is usually at Townsend Center. Says he has seen a green 
discharge of a hot temperature being discharged from a pipe, which is 
covered by vegitation, into the river near where people wash their cars. 

Friday, April 10, 1987 - Dr. Thomas Chrismas, PhD. Environmental 
Engineering, University of Florida, Gainseville, (904) 332-4042. Called to 
say test show very serious problem and that it was a Federal EPA 
r ssonsibi 1 i ty to investigate .'•< cover costs. Suggested I call EPA, Region 
5 in ChicacjQ (Enforsement Division). He is going to Findland next week 
bat wants to particicate as consultant for City - buffer between the EPA 
and the City 

Friday, April 10, 1987 - Informed City Attorney that EPA was being 
contacted. 



TABLL: V-2 

Total concentrations of trace elonents typically found in 
soils and plants* 

Cone, in Soils (mg/kg) Cone, in Plants (mg/kg) 
E l e m e n t 

As 

B 

Cd 

Cr 

Co 

Cu 

Pb 

Mn' 

Mo 

Ni 

S e 

V 

Sn 

M. 

Common 

6 

10 

0 . 0 6 

1 0 0 

8 

20 

10 

850 

2 

40 

0 . 5 

ibo 
1 

50 

5o 

R a n g e 

0 . 1 - 4 0 

2 - 1 0 0 

0 . 0 1 - 7 

5 - 3 0 0 0 

1 -40 

2 - 1 0 0 

2 - 2 0 0 

1 0 0 - 4 0 0 0 

0 . 2 - 5 

1 0 - 1 0 0 0 

0 . 1 - 2 . 0 

2 0 - 5 0 0 

1 0 - 3 0 0 

N o r m a l 

0 . 1 - 5 

3 0 - 7 5 

0 . 2 - 0 . 8 

0 . 2 - 1 . 0 

0 . 0 5 - 0 . 5 

4 - 1 5 

0 . 1 - 1 0 

1 5 - 1 0 0 

1 - 1 0 0 

1 

0 . 0 2 - 2 . 0 

0 . 1 - 1 0 

1 5 - 2 0 0 

Toxict 

-

>75 

-

-

-

>20 

-

-

-

>50 

5 0 - 1 0 0 

>10 

>200 

* From Allaway (1968). 

t Toxicities listed do not apply to certain accumulator plant 
species. 

5-14 

r.. c . I. r>>!\-iRONMs:N TAL SERVICES 

C - T I T . ; , : - ' ' . iiy. IN -J/J27 

«r'.,'/. *jJ\oo.^\iJa jOat 'h 



TABLE V-3 

Estimates of Background Levels of Mercury in 
Samples Not Known to be Contaminated. 

Compiled from Various Sources 

S ample 
C o n c e n t r a t i o n 

(ppb) 

Air 

River and ground water 

Sea water 

Rain wate r 

Raw Sewnge 

C r u s t a l rocks 

S o i l s and sediments 

Coal 

Fish 

Man 

0.002 

0.05 

0 .1 

0.15 

2 

50 

50 

200 

100 

100 
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